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First, I want to preface my report by expressing my appreciation to the 
Advisory Committee for making it possible for me to attend the International 
Conference on Rehabilitation in Hong Kong and the Seminar on Rehabilitation 
in Hawaii. I learned many things at the conferences. One in particular, that 
Tennessee is on the right track ... at least the news media and wire 
service thought so, because we got exceptionally wide coverage. 

In my talk to 1,100 delegates from 30 Asiatic Nations, I outlined the 
Tennessee program and how you and those involved with rehabilitation deal 
with the Handicapped Individual as a human being. 

The great American dream is not beyond the reach of anyone in Tennessee 
who steadfastly and unflinchingly sets out to make it come true. Sometimes 
we wonder whether participating in these meetings justifies the cost and effort. 
But often it takes this type of exposure to convince our people on the local 
level that we are on the right track. Again, I thank you for the opportunity, 

Under an Executive Order issued by the Governor of Tennessee, Under 
Section 4, I am required along with the Executive Secretary to submit a report 
which: (1) Outlines the performance of the Committee and all paid staff 
members during the preceding twelve months; (2) Outlines the proposed program 
of activities for the next twelve months; and (3) Make recommendations for 
coordinated efforts by the several departments to promote employment of the 


handicapped. In addition, reports of specific needs for increasing services 
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to handicapped citizens and to their potential employers are to be prepared. 
A copy of each of these reports shall be furnished the Governor. 

The Executive Secretary will give you a report on our three Field Rep- 
resentatives in each grand division of the state, and also the state office 
personnel, because all of these have been under his direct supervision. 

During the past year, we attempted to name a Governor's Committee member 
in each of the 95 counties. We were not 100% successful, but I am amazed at 
the success of our Field Representatives in finding volunteers who would 
serve on the Governor's Committee. All of these Committee Members are dedica- 
ted and motivated people. 

Members selected are known to have a big mind and a big heart... and 
have demonstrated a living, vibrant concern for humanity. We do not neces- 
sarily choose the political leaders. We do not look for the person who is 
the affluent or glamorous. We do not choose on the basis of the “big name." 
So in order to find a prospect for the Governor's Committee, the Field Rep- 
resentatives confer with the various agencies in each county .. . welfare, 
vocational rehabilitation, employment security, veterans affairs, etc. 

This creates a cooperative feeling among all those involved with the 
, training and placing of the handicapped in jobs. These names are submitted 
to the Governor for his approval and appointment. I must stop here and 
point out that the Governor has not one time rejected a recommendation. As 
_ you know, the Governor's Committee members are appointed for the calendar 


year. 


Handicapped Citizen of the Year - This past year we attempted to have 


each County Committee select a Handicapped Citizen from their respective 
2 county. We were successful in more than three fourths of the counties. This 


gave us an opportunity to conduct a program in more than three fourths of the 
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counties of the state to commemorate “Employment of the Handicapped Week" 
during October. From the county winners, a State Winner was selected. 

In most counties, the Governor's Committee member received recommendations 
from the agencies dealing with the handicapped before a committee of local 
citizens, including a representative from the agency making the recommendation, 
selected the winner. 

As in a beauty contest, it is difficult to choose one individual over 
many others when all have such obvious splendid attainments. But the 
judges had to make a decision, and the individual selected is symbolic of all 
handicapped people who are showing how well they can succeed when given the 
opportunity. 

"Ability Counts" Essay Contest" - The essay contest in the various high 
schools had a very good response .. . but not good enough. The Tennessee 
winner came out 10th in the National Contest among winners from all 50 states. 
The Essay Contest among High School students serves a significant purpose 
in acquainting the young people with the problems of everyday living in our 
communities. As they prepare their essays, they seek out people in their 
Pee dei ieconmunt ty who have overcome almost superable odds, both physically 
and mentally, to become useful citizens. 

After these essays are judged, we deliver them to Universities across the 
State for use by students studying counseling of the handicapped. So, the 
High School students are not just participating in a contest, but are making 
a contribution to help the handicapped people. 

The responsibility of the Governor's Committee is to develop employment 
opportunities for the handicapped. It carries on a continuing year-round 
program to promote the employment of physically, mentally, emotionally and 


otherwise handicapped citizens of the State, by creating State-wide interest 
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in the peneht tartan and employment of the handicapped, and by obtaining and 
maintaining cooperation with all public and private groups and individuals 
etieeiioe, fiecld, 

Now, our communication has not been the most desirable in some areas. 
We have not given enough exposure to the Citizen of the Year or The Employer 
of the Year. After we spend considerable time and effort to make an award 
or give a citation to these people, then we put them on the "shelf." We 
need to use them more in our program. 

Well, with every problem there is always an opportunity. Therefore, I 
suggest for 1969, the Motto will be "Anybody can do Something." 

Committee members — A member will be selected or renamed in each of the 
Counties immediately. The Governor will write them a letter, notifying them 
of their appointment. At the same time, the State Office will prepare and 
send a news release to the local media on the Governor's appointment. 

“Ability Counts" Contest - The essay contest should be continued with 
a close relation between the teachers, committee member and Field Represen- 
tative in each of the Counties. We make a special effort to see that the 
Universities get the papers. As the college students prepare themselves, 
they realize that helping people is an individual effort. 

The Citizen of the Year & Employer of the Year Awards will be continued 
on the State-wide basis. In addition, a County Citizen of the Year will be 
named in all 95 Counties. Programs will be developed at least once a month 
in all counties using these people. The Counselors and workers in the field 
of rehabilitation, as well as job placement, will be given an opportunity to 
put on the program in the counties. By using people on the program who are 
being rehabilitated or who is now employed, the public can see the individual 


and realize we are talking about a human being. 
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Heads of industry and personnel directors should be made aware of the 
programs and efforts made in rehabilitation. Also, the house publications 
of the various industries should be encouraged to publish success stories of 
handicapped people working for their particular companies. This should be 
done by the State Office, but keep the local Committee member and Counselors 
informed. The Tennessee Industrial Commission has the names of all Industries 
and their officials. 

We need to encourage Industry to reclassify their job requirements. Our 
handicapped people who have been trained can perform in semi-skilled jobs 
much better than some highly skilled individuals. Heretofore, an Industry 
maybe would employ an individual who would have to advance four steps in order 
to go into supervision. | 

When the individual is employed in the lower skill, he must have the 
ability to perform in the number one position. Perhaps, it would be a number 
of years before he could reach the position he was qualified to fill. Now, 
if we could persuade Industry to use the people trained in semi-skilled jobs 
in the first two classifications and the skilled individual in the positions 
for which they were trained, then we would have a good balance. 

On the County level, the Counselor, with the help of the local Committee 
member should be able to find out from industry or employment security the 
type of employee that will be needed. At the same time, employment security 
should be informed of the handicapped being trained and their readiness to go 
to work. The names should be given to the Governor's Committee Member. 

Perhaps it would help us all to have better communication. We need one 
individual in the State Office to continuously prepare and send out releases 


to the various news media. 
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Placement of the Handicapped is no mystery. Flying across the country 
in a plane, I was invited to visit the Captain in the cockpit. The complexity 
of an instrument board always appalls me and I asked, "How in the world can 
you know what to do with that many dials and buttons and what have you?” 

“Well, he said, in an amused way, ‘you have to know if you're going to 
fly the plane." The weather was hazy that day, visibility poor. I remarked, 
“It beats me how you ever manage to come down out of this immense sky and 
land on an airstrip when you can't even see it. You must have an awful lot 
of confidence in those instruments.” 


“There are three things you have to have confidence in," replied the 
pilot. ‘One is the instrument panel; you have to trust it. Second, the man 
in the control tower; you must trust him absolutely, and then you must also 
trust the Man Upstairs. If you can't trust these, you had better stop flying." 
“So then,'’ I commented, “It boils down to Faith, doesn't it?'' Whereupon 
this big fellow, with earphones on, scrunched around in the pilot's seat, 
turned his head and gave me a big smile. “Everything in life,” he said, 
“boils down to faith." tie added, "Faith will take you through anything.” 
The eaee year has been one of faith, hope and progress. The greater the 
progress, the keener our awareness that our task is never done. This is 
not just the story of the handicapped; it is the story of the entire civilization 
of man. 
Recently, I saw a book with the captivating title: ‘Anyone Can Do Anything.” 
And the writer explained that with motivation, any person can reach any goal 
he sets for himself. 
Now you may challenge this concept. 


Alright, Let's tone it down and make it workable. 


During 1969, let's set our goal “Anybody Can Do Something.” 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


W. QUENCY SCRUGGS 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE 
DECEMBER 31, 1968 


The goals which the Governor's Comtnese pursue are in one sense 
idealistic --- and that is as it should be. A visiaqn of society in which 
each individual has an opportunity to fulfill his innate talents, a society 
where ability counts, is a worthy vision. It is especially worthy if tem- 
pered with sober understanding that our society faces numerous problems 
in sustaining orderly and systematic progress toward this ideal, and if 
we are going to be realistic about our problems, we must also be realistic 
about our ideals. That is, we must understand very well what it is we 
ask of ourselves and our fellow human beings. 

It was Goethe who said, "If you treat an individual as he is, 
he will stay as he is. But if you treat him as if he were what he ought 
to be and could be, he will become what he ought to be and could be." 

I would say that if the purpose of the Governor's Committee on 
; Employment of the Handicapped is to help handicapped individuals become what 
they ought to be and can be, then it can be fairly said that few groups have 
had more humanitarian and worthwhile goals. hi 
As a matter of fact, it does not seem to me to be important 


whether all of our goals can be reached. What matters is whether we pursue 


them, tolerant of errors we may make, but with tenacity. 
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Every employer in the State of Tennessee must know and accept the 
fact that a handicapped person with the proper attitude and motivation, 
placed in a position that he is qualified to handle, will turn out to be 
one of our finest employees with regard to job performance, attendance 
and safety. It is to this task that the Tennessee Governor's Committee 
on Employment of the Handicapped is dedicated. 

We, of the Governor's Committee, represent a segment of our 
society that have but little chance to succeed alone. It is our purpose 
to create a Piece in which doors will be opened in the labor market 
to handicapped citizens in the State of Tennessee. In rehabilitation, 
it's the subsequent step that counts. Without employment for our clients 
our job of rehabilitation remains incomplete. 

1968 was a record year for the employment of the handicapped. 
The fine people in Government, business, industry and labor who have 
pioneered in the proper rehabilitation and employment of qualified handi- 
capped men and women have had their reward in the devoted services and 
faithful labors of the men and women they hired. 

An all-time high of 4,362 handicapped people were returned to 
employment during fiscal year 1967-68 by the Tennessee Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Those rehabilitated had an annual wage of $1,502,595 before 
rehabilitation as compared to $9,822,956 after rehabilitation. It is 
estimated that the group will pay back to the Government in taxes ten 
times the cost of their rehabilitation. ; 

I think everyone will agree with me that rehabilitation doesn't 
cost; it pays. Included in the total number placed into employment were 


45] welfare recipients. Their rehabilitation alone will reduce public 
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assistance payments $152,112 annually. Any program is a sound financial 
investment which makes taxpayers out of tax consumers. Employment Security 
Offices placed 3,690 handicapped workers on jobs during the past year 
1967-68. 

The Services for the Blind closed 364 cases during the past year 
1967-68, and that is a good record in any man's book. 

The Governor's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped takes 
price in having a small part in opening doors in the labor market to 
the qualified handicapped citizens in our great State. 

The handicapped are everywhere - on farms, in hamlets, and in 
cities. It is quite likely that they are among the friends or neighbors 
we meet every day, though we may not recognize them in that category, 
because sometimes their disabilities can be seen and sometimes they 
cannot. The truth is that one out of every seven or eight of us is 
limited by disability to some extent. 

In spite of this, the handicapped person born in this century has 
More in his favor than any disabled individual ever had before. Profound 
changes in the kinds of jobs available, and changes in prospect for the 
immediate future, give him more than an even chance to live and work 
with dignity in free and open competition with his fellows. 

The National Employ the Handicapped Program is now in its 
twenty-first year. As early as 1947 the State of Tennessee began its 
co-operation with the National Program by establishing its first Covernor's 
Comnittee. 

In the years from 1949 through 1956, when there was no paid staff, 
a committee composed of representatives of State and Federal Governmental 


Agencies assisted the Governor's Committee in carrying out promotional 
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activities for "National Employ the Handicapped Week" in October of 

each year. This Committee, now known as the Inter-Agency Advisory Council 
has become a year-round focal point for coordination between agencies. 

Its current chairman is Herman L. Yeatman, Commissioner of Public Welfare. 

In 1957 Governor Frank Clement, by Executive order, employed 
the first full-time Executive Secretary to the Governor's Committee with 
instructions to expand the activities of the Committee to a full-time 
and year-round program. In 1968 the Governor's Committee was re-organized 
and expanded to reach every foot of territory in the State of Tennessee. 
Recently the staff of the Governor's Committee was expanded by the 
appointment of three full-time Field Representatives, one assigned 
to each of the three grand divisions of the State. 

The Governor's Committee has a supplementary and complementary 
role. It does not train, employ, rehabilitate, or counsel people. It 
helps create a climate of public opinion in which the public Employment 
Service can place qualified workers with employers, in which the Veterans 
Administration can train the disabled veteran, and in which the State 
Agencies of Vocational Rehabilitation can provide their full range of 
services to the disabled civilians of Tennessee. Each works best with 
the knowledge that its clients will have a good chance of being accepted 
for employment when they have done their job. 

In a free society, things get done better if people know how 
it is done, who does it, what the results are, and how everybody profits. 
Thus the Governor's Committee advertises the abilities Ae trained and 
competent handicapped people and is active in guiding, helping, and 
suggesting how the job might better be done. Goethe once said, "There 


is nothing more frightful than ignorance in action.'’ The Committee tries 
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hard to do away with ignorance while moving the employer into action in 
a program of “Jobs for the Handicapped." 

It is the purpose of the Tennessee Governor's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped to carry on a continuing year-round program 
to promote the employment of physically, mentally, emotionally, and 
otherwise handicapped citizens of the State, by creating state-wide 
interest in the rehabilitation and employment of the handicapped, anc by 
obtaining and maintaining co-operation with all public and private groups 
and individuals in this field. 

The Governor's Committee is composed of representatives from 
the ninety-five counties -- one person appointed annually from each 
County by the Governor. These appointees carry the title of “The 


" ‘The Coordinator 


County Coordinator on Employment of the Handicapped.’ 
is a person knowledgeable of the needs and problems of the handicapped and 
a person with the leadership ability to inspire community co-operation 

in alleviating these needs and problens. 

The prime purpose of the Coordinator is to see that a continued 
program of promotion, education, public relations, and employer contacts 
is carried out within his or her County in order to create a better 
climate of employment for the handicapped. 

This brings our program to the local level, where we either 
succeed or fail. There is where our problems are, and there is where they 
must be resolved. 

Placements of the handicapped will be limited unless the people 


of the community work together, wholeheartedly, for the improvement of 


their own employment conditions which bar the handicapped from local job 
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opportunities. And the grassroots job of removing these barriers to 
employment of the handicapped is the responsibility of the Community 
where the handicapped live and where their actual employment must be 
accomplished, 

During the past year, we attempted to name a Governor's Committee 
Member in each of the 95 counties. We were not 100% successful, but I 
am amazed at the Success of our Field Representatives in finding volunteers 
who would serve on the Governor's Committee. We have every reason to 
believe that in 1969 we shall reach our goal with a coordinator in each 
County inthe State. 

Monthly Radio and TV spots are mailed to every radio and TV 
station in the State. <A survey of all the stations revealed that 987% 
of them are using our spots. 

Each year more Tennesseans join the "force for good" in supporting 
and aiding the huge promotional effort that goes with "National Employ 
the Handicapped Week." Thousands of employers from Memphis to bristol 
were reached, one way or another during the big week period this past 
October 6-12. However, the Governor's Committee had arranged more 
meetings than was possible to work into so short a period. Therefore, the 
entire month was used for Employ the Handicapped activities. Approximately 
fifty (50) meetings ane scheduled for October. tow much actual success 
have we produced by this wonderful effort? It can't be answered in total 
figures. but the message was proclaimed; the educational angles expressed 
to the fullest; pleas for reasonable understanding expounded with great 
emphasis. Yes, the public was contacted in every possible way. Certainly 
it isn't unreasonable to assume that as a result of such an effort, many 
Tennessee employers will have a change of "mind and heart" as we approach 


another year. We sincerely hope so. 
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It is part of America's promise that every citizen should have 
the opportunity to escape from perpetual dependence, make the most of 
his capacities, and take a full part in community life. 

It is not enough to see that handicapped people have care, we 
must also make sure they have the Perera tien yt to become useful members 
of our society. It is not too difficult to provide a man with a pair 
of artificial legs and teach him to walk upon them. Vhe next question is 
where will he walk? The greatest danger a disabled person faces is not 
that he nay eee his earning power, but that he may, in boredom, apathy, 
and despair, lose the awareness of his own worth and dignity. 

One of the major aspirations of one's life is to become an 
independent citizen. We must remember that before one can be independent 
in our society, one must be in a position to earn a living for himself and 
loved ones. This is the dream of the Governor's Committee for every 
handicapped citizen in the State of Tennessee. 

Attached to and made a part of this report is an annual 
summary of the activities of the Field Staff. West Tennessee Region - 
Mr. sae Richards; Middle Tennessee Region ~ Mr. Jerry McClain; and 


Bast Tennessee Region - Mrs. Mary Ricker. 
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EAST TENNESSEE REGION ANNUAL REPORT 
Mrs. Mary R. Ricker 


Field Representative 


April 

Attended staff meeting in Central Office the first Monday in April. Spent 

a lot of time in the Vocational Rehabilitation Office in Knoxville working 
with the counselors in selecting coordinators. Also visited the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Office in Chattanooga where Mr. Scruggs and I toured the 

Oak Grove Center, Abilities, Inc., and the Goodwill Industries. Spoke to 
the Greeneville Personnel Association on the Handicapped Program. Visited 
Greene Valley Hospital and conferred with Mr. Hilal Holland, State Coordinator 
of Mental Retardation Services. Attended formal dedication of the Morris- 
town Area Vocational Training Center and attended their regular Board meeting. 
Attended the Upper East Tennessee Facilities Planning Committee meeting in 
Alcoa. Secured three new coordinators and had acceptance of reappointment 


from two others. 


May 

Attended the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped in 
Washington, D. C., the first week in May. Attended staff meeting in the 
Central Office in Nashville. Attended a luncheon meeting of the Volunteer 
State Rehabilitation Association in Nashville. Attended a luncheon awards 
meeting in Oak Ridge where Miss Nancy Thomas, second place winner in the 
Ability Counts Essay Contest, was presented a gold watch. Toured the 

Daniel Arthur Rehab. Center in Oak Ridge. Visited Vocational Rehabilitation 


Office in Johnson City, and also the Vocational Training Center and Employ- 
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ment Security Offices in Johnson City. Met with Dr. Lloyd Graunke, Regional 
Chairman for Last Tennessee, Attended committee meetings in ilawkins County 


and Ramblen County. Secured two new coordinators. 


June 

Represented the Governor's Committee at the Tennessee Municipal League 
Conference in knoxville where I set up a special exhibit on the program. 
Visited the Chattanoo;,a Office of Vocational Rehab. Visited Employment 
security Office in Sullivan County. Continued working with Rehab. Counselors 


in securing new and better Coordinators. 


July 

Attended the East Tennessee Neconomic Development District meeting in Jellico 
(Campbell Co.) and explained our program to the group (16 counties reported 
at the meeting). Worked with Morristown Vocational Training Center on 
proposed projects for the workshop. Visited the xingsport Sheltered Work- 
shop and talked with the director about the program there. Continued working 
with the counselors at Rehab. in the selection of new coordinators. Visited 
the Maryville-Alcoa Training Center and talked with Mr. Murrell about his 
program. Worked with Employment Security Office in Scott County in selecting 
a handicapped citizen and employer for that county. Gathered materials and 
delivered them to Newport (Cocke Co.) to be used for a fair exhibit. Called 
on radio stations all over East Tenn. as part of the radio-I'V survey in our 


program, 


August 


Talked with the xnoxville Rehab. Counselors at their staff meeting about ways 


that we might work together more closely and asked for their help in making 
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plans for NEIL week. Continued with plans for Nii week and called on the 


remainder of the Radio and TV stations included in our handicapped survey. 


September 

secured coordinator for Washington County which completed my list for 

Hast Tenn. Attended the Upper East Tennessee Facilities Planning Meeting 

in knoxville. Visited an exhibit at the Cocke County Fair. This exhibit 
was prepared by two handicapped citizens of the county. Talked to the 
Dandridge Lions Club in Jefferson City on the handicapped program. Attended 
luncheon ant committee meeting in [!amblen County. Also previewed a film 


which is to be shown to local industries on employing the mentally retarded. 


October 

After having delivered promotional materials for NEH Week to all county 
coordinators, the actual programs began. I spoke to the Newport Kiwanis 
Club and the Cocke County Coordinator presented a certificate to that county's 
handicapped citizen. Spoke that evening to the Scott County Kiwanis Club 

in Oneida where Mr. Slagic, the counselor, presented a certificate to 

their handicapped citizen. Attended a ceremony at the Memorial Hospital in 
Johnson City where Father LaFrance, Washington County Coordinator, presented 
an employer award. Attended meeting of the flizabethton Kiwanis Club 
(Carter Co.) where I presented a certificate to the liandicapped citizen and 
employer. Attended the state annual award dinner in Jamestown where the 
handicapped citizen of the vear award was made, Attended the Etowah Rotary 
Club meeting where awards were made and where IT talked about our program. 
Appeared on a TV show in Johnson City where Father LaFrance interviewed a 


young Lady who was severely handicapped. Attended State professional staff 
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meeting of the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation in Gatlinburg. Met 
with Maryville Kiwanis Club (Blount Co.) where a certificate was presented 
to the Employer of the County. Presented a program in Nawkins County with 
the counselor and coordinator (before Hawkins County Eagles Club) where a 
certificate was given to their employer. Attended Rotary Club meeting in 
Harriman where a certificate was presented to Roane County's Handicapped 


Citizen. 


November 

Meeting was held in Monroe County during a church service for the handicapped 
citizen and employer awards. Polk County Coordinator related that their 

NEH program was held before the local Jaycees. Claiborne County NEH program 
was held during a church service and certificates presented. Meigs County 
held their meeting with the Lion's Club and a certificate was presented to 
their handicapped citizen. Bradley County's program was held before the 
Forestry Service staff where one of their members was named Bradley County's 
Handicapped Citizen. Knox County's program was presented in the form of 

a church service and a TV program. Attended monthly staff meeting in 
Nashville. Secured new coordinator for Grainger County, and visited their 
local welfare office. Attended Awards Luncheon in Chattanooga for the 
Employer of the Year. Visited Chattanooga Rehab. Office and conferred with 
all of the counselors about our program. Secured new coordinator for Hancock 
County; also visited their local welfare office. Secured new coordinators 
for Hamblen County and Greene County Visited the Day Care Center in 


Johnson City. 


December 
Called on schools (high school) in thirteen counties regarding the Ability 


Counts writing contest. Because of snow and many schools closed as a result 
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of flu, I wrote individual letters to the junior and senior English teachers 
of the remaining high schools which had not been contacted -- 161 letters 
were written. Worked with the Morristown Training Center in getting bids 
for contract work and in trying to find work for their clients. Met with 
Lions Clubs in Sullivan Co. (Bristol) with the Sullivan Counselor -- purpose 
of the meeting was to see who could buy glasses for the needy. Secured new 
goordinator for Sevier County. Continued to work with the Rehab. counselors 


in selecting new coordinators. 


For the most detailed description of events held in the East State Region 
in October we refer to the special "NE Week Report" (hereto attached) 


sent to the Executive Secretary at the end of the month. 
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National Employ the Handicapped Week - East Tennessee Area 


September 9 - Jefferson County 


The Dandridge Lions Club held their monthly meeting in Jefferson City 
and invited Mr. T. C. Green, Jefferson County Coordinator, to plan 
their program. Mr. Green asked me to speak to the group about the 
Handicapped Program, The program was attended by about 35 business - 
men from the area. 


September 17 - Sullivan County (Bristol) 


The Bristol Rotary Club met at the Holiday Inn and a certificate was 
presented to the administrator of the Bristol Memorial Hospital designat- 
ing him as the Employer of the Year. Herman Robinson spoke to the 
group, at the request of Mr, Walter Crockett, Sullivan County (Bristol) 
Coordinator. 


October 1 - Cocke County 


The Newport Kiwanis Club met at the Rhea-Mims Hotel and presented a 
certificate to Mr. Parker Hall, Cocke County's Handicapped Citizen of the 
Year, Mr, Eugene Bryant, Coordinator for Cocke County, presided at the 
mecting and presented the certificate and I gave a talk to the group. The 
peace, pat ieesne matches were used at the luncheon, The mayor issued a 


October 1 - Scott County 


The Oneida Kiwanis Club met at 6:00 p.m. at Tobe's Motel and I spoke 
to the group. Mr. Hix Slagle, Rehabilitation Counselor for Scott County, 
also was given time on the program. Mr. John Lee West, Coordinator 
for Scott County, presented a certificate to Scott County's Handicapped 
Citizen. It was Ladies' Night at the club and we used the handicapped 
place mats and matches for the dinner. 


October 4 - Washington County 


The Mayor of Johnson City issued a proclamation proclaiming NEH Week. 

A certificate was presented to a young man who is an orderly at the Johnson 
City Memorial Hospital at 11:00 with Father LaFrance, my Washington County 
Coordinator, and me present. There was good coverage by the newspaper 

and the administrator of the hospital presented the certificate during the 
ceremony. | 


October 7 - Bradley County 


A certificate was presented to Bradley County's handicapped citizen during a 

ceremony at the Forestry Service Office in Cleveland where the young man so 
designated is a messenger. The newspaper covered the meeting at which Mr. 
Tullock, Bradley County Coordinator, presented the certificate, Place mats 

and matches were distributed in Cleveland to be used during NEH Week, 


October 8 - Carter County 


at noon, the Kiwanis Club of Elizabethton sponsored the program for NEH 

Week at Raymond's Restaurant where Mr. Otis Hurst was the main speaker, 

Mr. E. Niles Brown, Carter County Coordinator, arranged the meeting,was 
present at the meeting, and made a few remarks, I presented the certificates 

to the Employer and Handicapped Citizen. Place mats were used at the luncheon 
and at other places inthe city, The mayor issued a proclamation. 
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October 8 - Unicoi County 


The Civitan Club met at the Elm's Restaurant and, at a meeting set up by 
Rev. Kribbs, Unicoi County Coordinator, awards were presented to the 
handicapped citizen and employer in Erwin, Mr, Ernest Shell, Counselor 
for Unicoi County, attended the meeting, The mayor of Erwin published 
their proclamation in the local newspaper. Place mats were used at the 
meeting as well as during the entire week at the Elm's Restaurant. 


October 9 - Hamblen County 


Herman Robinson spoke to the Rotary Club in Morristown at the Holiday 
Inn. Since Hamblen County's Handicapped Citizen was not able to attend 
the meeting, the Hamblen County Committee, Herman Robinson, several 
members of the Rehabilitation Staff, and I went to her home and presented 
the certificate to her. A proclamation was issued in Morristown and place 
mats were used and matches were distributed, Posters were displayed 
prominently in several places in town, The entire local committee was 
present at the meeting as well as two ladies from the DA Rehabilitation 
Center in Oak Ridge. 


October 9 - Sullivan County (Bristol) 


At the invitation of Mr. Walter Crockett, Sullivan County Coordinator 

for Bristol, I attended a meeting of the Virginia and Tennessee Governors 
Committees at the Holiday Inn in Bristol, The meeting was sponsored by 
the VFW and The American Legion and a large group of people from 
Tennessee and Virginia attended. Certificates were awarded to Virginia 
people and a certificate was presented to Bristol, Tennessee's handicapped 
citizen, Herman Robinson made the presentation, There was good TV and 
newspaper coverege, Walter Crockett distributed place mats, matches, and 
wrote several editorials during NEH Week, 


October 10 - Sullivan County (Kingsport) 


The Kingsport Jaycees held a meeting geared to NEH Week. Lee Goodner 

of the Nashville Rehabilitation Staff spoke on ''Rehabilitation of the Offender." 
Joan Lamberson, Sullivan County Coordinator for Kingsport arranged the 
meeting. She had a proclamation signed in Kingsport and distributed place 
mats and matches throughout the town. She also passed out the announcement 
to several churches so that the ministers could announce NEH Week. 


October 10 - McMinn County 


The Rotary Club in Etowah held their regular meeting at the SeBo Restaurant 
and invited Mr. Rex Moses, McMinn County Coordinator, to arrange a program. 
Mr. Moses invited me to speak to the group and also invited Mr. Matthews, 
Counselor for the county, to say afew words. Place mats were used for the 
luncheon, Certificates were presented by Mr. Moses during the meeting to their 
handicapped citizen and employer. 


October 11 - Washington County 


Father LaFrance, Washington County Coordinator, interviewed someone 
from.Johnson City every day on a TV show; these people were connected in some 
way with rehabilitation. October 11 he invited me to appear with him on the 
"Katheryn Willis Show" and a young lady who was handicapped told the story of 
her disability and it was truly an inspiration. Father LaFrance held another 


pr per brn where a certificate was presented to the DOr ee OL thesvear. He 
ad a proclamation issued and distributed matches and place mats. 
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October 12 - Knox County 


Steve Casey, Knox County Coordinator, gave a talk at St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, regarding employment of the handicapped. He also 
distributed place mats, had a proclamation signed by the mayor of Knoxville, 
and distributed posters. He appeared on a television show and interviewed 
one of his pupils from the Dempster Memorial Workshop on the show. 


October 13 - Johnson County 


Mr. Millsaps presented a certificate to Johnson County's Handicapped 
Citizen during a church service (at the church where the handicapped 
citizen attends). The certificate for the employer of Johnson County 

was presented at the Board of Education meeting October 15. Mr. Millsaps 
got good coverage in the newapaper for his program, He also distributed 
place mats to restaurants in Mountain City. 


October 15 - Blount County 


The Kiwanis Club of Maryville met at the Green Meadow Country Club 

and Mr. Quency Scruggs was the speaker. Mr. T. Ned Lee, the Blount 
County Coordinator, arranged the program. A certificate for the Blount 
County Employer of the Year was awarded to Mr. Jack Proffitt. I attended. 


October 10 - Polk County 


Mr. Frank Maynor, Polk County Coordinator, held his program for NEH 
Week with the Benton Jaycees and certificates were presented to the 
Handicapped Citizen and Employer of Polk County. The local newspaper 
covered the meeting. Place mats were used for the dinner meeting and 
were distributed to restaurants in Benton. 


October 17 - Hawkins County 


The Rogersville Eagle's Club was the meeting place for the Hawkins 
County program, which was arranged by Mrs. Charles W. Beale, Hawkins 
County Coordinator. Mr. Charles Gillespie, Counselor for Hawkins 
County, was the main speaker for the program. I gave a short talk on the 
work of the Governor's Committee. A certificate was presented to the 
Handicapped Employer in Hawkins County. Mrs. Beale arranged for 
several radio programs and newspaper articles during NEH Week, 


October 22 - Roane County 


The Rotary Clubs of Harriman, Rockwood, and Kingston met jointly 

at the Holiday Inn and Mr. Scruggs was the main speaker for the program. 
A certificate was presented to the Roane County Handicapped Citizen at 

the meeting. Place mats were used for the dinner and several were left 

at the Inn to be used during the remainder of this month. Mr. Mays, 
Coordinator for Roane County, invited Tom Pemberton, Counselor for 

the area, and Mr. Waters, Regional Director for Vocational Rehabilitation. 
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October 27 - Claiborne County 


Rev. Charles Earl, Claiborne County Coordinator, arranged for his 
certificate for the handicapped citizen in his county, to be presented 
during a church service at the place of worship of the person so honored 
(First Baptist Church in Tazewell). He also distributed the handicapped 
week place mats to several restaurants in Tazewell, Rev. Earl is the 
Pastor at First Baptist Church where the certificate was presented, 


October 17 - Meigs County 

The Lion's Club in Decatur was the meeting place for the Meigs County 
program during NEH Week. They held a dinner meeting and had a speaker 
from the Meigs County Welfare Department. A certificate was presented 
to the Meigs County handicapped citizen at this meeting. 


November 13 - Chattanooga (Hamilton County) 
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WEST TENNESSEE REGION ANNUAL REPORT 
Mr. Ernie Richards 


Field Representative 


January 

The last two months of 1967 (November and December) of the second 
quarter of fiscal year, were spent entirely in the direction of acquiring 
qualified County Coordinators. By January 1, 1968 all but one West 

State County was ready to have its Coordinator appointment made. The 


one County, where there yet is no Coordinator, is Hardin County. 


After the appointments were made from the Governor's Office (this about 
the 20th of January) the Field Representative began traveling all 26 
counties for an initial contact with Coordinators in beginning the 
year's activity. These visits included orientation as to the new 
aspects of the expanded program. As the program "Guidelines" booklet 
was not yet available it created a few difficult problems in getting 
some Coordinators to begin their committee organizations. However, the 
groundwork was begun with all 26 Counties in the formation of County 
Committees. Also during these travels over the Region all Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselors were visited and information and details on 
appointed Coordinators was passed along. Visited also were Employment 
Security offices, Offices of Services for the Blind, Welfare offices and 
other agencies in an effort to obtain a knowledgeable and workable 
agreement at the local County level between the Governor's Committee, 


the agenctes and the Coordinators. 


oy : cme! ) 


>babetoni ovl seJaganyer beast ont ‘+ vo sedsayl-aie exauint, In 
he Pe x 


hisng silbvexes alovet ein Te aila bout y kage fprsven in i 


Aa 7 
oe 
matiudireih shaw CX) Deda: pekorei ainda” ot a, wh enriog You Ine 


a 


cS 
fa 


i 


bebnosje (0) seawall keaetiiel bel oe Ht TI0 (aiteye oJ Sint Lay don 
Holjstoones. Soygsathonil wilt do aniseah altima wy nt ae t 


Wioaoig Sega mgod. teeta Lane ost hii (a) fH] aan wen 4 


7 . yt F _" . $ 7 i} -) 
Laveyvs enlwoh (7) fawvaM i”? Af BLS. Ad as giiteerv | anulgort o Won 
H : ' Le “4 
> T : hk, 
Th SHOT RU 2 Histo awe nO RP LO aE enaey se iciolf Creare 
“Vv 
-_ vite 
4 ia ) j r ‘< + i A e! Pe i “ 
eat NET EO HOT A een Oiler arpa De ieee 
7 ‘Leag ne 
rha ms ihe “Wi Cle Ua wl any jira ene) to, . 
rie D7 eee Baa At, Tira ri na: as tee ' 
j i U a i 
28 oF 
rota : f | 7 i 
Ls Bh 2 SEP Jerr ls : : ee LIN i. TAS ee lad j hee tl ' To: i 
Tine t.: hes? ie ot ’ idea ih , ; 
ri fHiAee a) meth gatas Hie eine met attivo Yeon meer Tr 
Tt . be 1.) Werk Lbig ht tke five: f ‘ Msi vay », Gunes rT vf Tete 134 riasA rit ‘ 
ETD SAP We Ol Devel AMGIR ANS oy Roe Leet eho wie 
; ae TT? ws iP Gteos wa Peele ale Git ud Yieie wi 
» wer ol. jamie? 2h Jt dy ¥ Livia ‘bin: 
s 7 ~~ : 
CAgt Sq jee vai bed) eet ees wie : c as 
nF . WERARSOG? aha chit. sath Bnei), barrier! v4 re 
a ; f dj het OF ‘ a 
i? Dedham? aaah dy ee SS Vtech. & Tegieey ld ‘noeuingda et A soon a = 


uw Few vise sl sv i waheut), tes ve bit ald nomahaal 
yi ] 
a4 . ; a 
: says »wad le iss tai; hele kel sais ais acehunds fig canetae adh i =e ne 
4 
, res hia 1 ign 


xt thik. wedi jwhih-eoainad <i ithe ee a 
eg ohn v7) ite ¥ 
feat 


2) 
| 


ar 
" ie . i iN 7 
a >) R” ; x ones ay 
. ' ual f; rh fort 
-4 ; a ' 
2 a at 


34 


Other individual January activities of the Field Representative included: 
(1) Making several individual calls at County levels regarding parti- 
cipation of schools in the "Ability Counts" contest (2) made distribution 
of pocket calendars to agency offices and business houses. (3) attended 
and participated in a Memphis Meeting of the "Handicapped Association" 

at Veterans Hospital (4) with Regional Chairman began initial planning 
toward a Regional Meeting to be held in early March (5) during travels 
made numerous Public Relations calls on management of business and 


industry. 


February - 
The month of February was somewhat a repetition of January activities, 
that of continuing visits to and with County Coordinators seeking to 


inspire them in organizing their committees. 


One of the highlights of February was an initial meeting with a committee 
of the Jackson Young Business Women's Club to assist them in making plans 
for an Architectural Barrier survey of Jackson and Madison County. During 
the month several contacts with this group proved to be the turning point 
in convincing this club to handle the project. This work is now under 


way and hopefully will be finished in June. 


During February found that only six Coordinators had carried out fully 
their assignments in organizing County Committees. These included Chester, 
Obion, Henderson, Tipton, Henry and Decatur. However, much work was under- 
way in this direction in several other counties including Shelby, Dyer, 


Madison, Gibson, Weakley, Humphrey, Lauderdale, McNairy and Perry. 
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Individual activities of the Field Representative included (1) two day 

eens to Mississippi to participate as consultant to a State planning 
session on services to the Handicapped. (2) began negotiations with 
Jackson State College for facilities for Regional Meeting in March. 

(3) held orientation meetings with Chester and Henderson County Committees. 
(4) continued discussion sessions with agency people to keep them 

informed of events and progress. (5) held consultation sessions with 
Director of Training Center in Camden. (6) continued plan of making 
Public Belacions calls on businesses, Radio Stations, newspapers, 


etc. as occasions allowed. 


March - 

Much activity during March centered around the scheduled Regional Meeting 
on March 27 in Jackson. This necessitated letters of invitation and 
followup letters on details and program from the Regional Chairman and 


the Field Representative. 


However, there was no let-up in continuing travel to visit County Co- 
ordinators and assisting them in getting their County programs underway. 
Especially effective was work in Wayne County where two days were spent 
in assisting the Coordinator. His committee was appointed and held its 
first meeting. The two leading civic clubs, Rotary and Lions, allowed 
speeches by the Field Representative. Industry and business houses were 


paid Public Relations visits throughout Waynesboro. 


A tremendous snow deterred efforts for two days just prior to the Regional 


Meeting held in Jackson on March 27. However, the meeting was termed very 
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successful. Twelve out of twenty-five County Coordinators were in 
attendance. Also attending and participating were Mr. Bernard Posner 
of the President's Committee; Mr. Herman Robinson, Chairman of the 
Governor's Committee; Mr. Quency Scruggs, Executive Secretary and 
representatives of Vocational Rehabilitation and other State agencies. 
The program was informal beginning with dutch-treat luncheon at 12:30. 
The introductions, remarks and discussions were concluded on time 


ato2:30 p.m. 


Additional activities of the Field Representative during March included 
(1) lunch and visit with Mayor Henry Loeb of Memphis to discuss Shelby 
County program. (2) visit with several representatives of Vocational 
Rehabilitation to the construction site of the new Mental Hospital 

at Arlington. (3) with Henderson County Coordinator made arrange- 
ments for Chairman Robinson's April appearance in Lexington and 
appropriate awards to be presented at the occasion. (4) Speech to 
Jackson Women's Club on evening of March 4. (5) Committee orientation 


meeting in Union City on March 5. 
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April 


The fact that the one and only Regional Meeting of the West State County 
Coordinators was held in March created a great deal of necessary "clean-up" 
and "follow-up" detail. Nevertheless the Field Representative attended 

the regular monthly staff meeting held in Nashville on April 1. To enumerate 
several of the highlights and activities of the April days to follow 

(1) Arrangements had been made weeks in advance with the Coordinator of 
Henderson County for a rather elaborate Rotary Club meeting in Lexington 

on April 2. State Chairman tierman Robinson was the principal speaker. 
Executive Secretary Scruggs and Field Representative Richards also par- 
ticipated in the program. Several well-known Henderson County handicapped 
persons were in attendance. Chairman Robinson also presented the Lexington 
Rotary Club a Governor's Committee Citation for ‘Outstanding Contributions" 
to the overall program. An excellent audience of 60 people - several being 
employers. (2) ltield a County Committee organizational and orientation 
meeting at the City Hall in Ridgely on the afternoon of April 3, assisting 
Lake County Coordinator, Mrs. Dodd, with ner plans and programming. (3) 
Arranged with County Coordinators in Dyer, Lauderdale, Tipton, iienry, Stewart, 
Humphreys, McNairy, Crockett, and Benton Counties for specific dates to 

hold local committee organizational meetings. (4) Met on April 17 with 

newly acquired Coordinator in Hardeman County along with several persons 


at Western State Hospital in formulating committee and efforts for the year. 
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(5) On April 18 visited with Mr. Kemp, Mr. Herndon and Counselor Sam 
Goodman at Vocational Training Center in Camden discussing ways to improve 
community relations as involving the work at the center (6) On the evening 
of April 22, met with Tipton County Coordinator, Mr. Simonton, and his 
committee at City Hall in Covington for organizational and orientation 
meeting. (7) As in any month took advantages of any opportunities to 
call on business and industry in the nature of establishing better public 


relations. 


May 

The month of May was somewhat of a "wait for action" month - waiting 
(patiently if possible) for calls and contacts from County Coordinators 
concerning organizational and orientation meetings schedules and dates. 
These came slowly even with continued urging by telephone if not by personal 
visits. The new "Guidelines" for our Coordinators and local committee 
effort had now become available and during May spent some time in various 
ways of distributing these to proper sources. Getting this booklet out was 
a great boost at this time. Also we were in the midst of obtaining entries 
from all counties on "Handicapped Citizen of the Year" award program. 

This later developed into a necessity for much travel and personal contact 
work. Some of the West State highlights for May were as follows: (1) 
Spent some time ehnetitds vital in Jackson area who manufacture "Little 
Jewel" fishing lure in hopes of getting a subcontract job for the Jackson 
Training Center. These attempts ultimately failed. (2) Worked diligently 
in Carroll County (Huntingdon, McKenzie and Bruceton) two entire days 
attempting to strengthen the program there. (3) Spent an entire day with 


Coordinator Hudson of Obion County in assisting the strengthening of his 
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local committee and making industrial, agency and business visits. (4) 
Attended a rescheduled staff meeting in Nashville on May 13 (5) Carried 

out plans of meeting with all Rehab counselors of the Region to discuss with 
them the status of the Governor's Committee program in each of their 
counties. (6) On May 17 met with Executive Secretary Scruggs and Mr. 

Paul Hicks in a Memphis meeting with Mayor Henry Loeb (7) Attended Rehab 
staff meeting at Training Center in Jackson (8) Continued planning sessions 
with several coordinators in setting or resetting local county committee 


meetings. (Field Representative Richards began vacation on Monday, May 27.) 


June 

The month of June could not be termed an exciting month for the West State 
Region, Nevertheless there were many diversified efforts and activities 
that were good and encouraging. The selections of "Handicapped Citizen" 
for each County became quite an activity and an extension of the time 
element was necessary from the Central Office. Efforts were continued 

in attempt to get County Committees organized on a more acceptable basis. 
Lnumerating some of the special activities for June: (1) On June 6 

again visited the office of Mayor Henry Loeb in Memphis in the company of 
Mr. Paul Illicks. (2) Met with Regional Chairman Mathis and Gibson County 
Coordinator Nowell in a special session on June 7 in attempt to "beef up” 
the Gibson County program (3) On the evening of June 10 addressed the 
Lions Club of Savannah and after the meeting held discussions with a 
group on the possibilities of certain prospects for a Hardin County Co- 
ordinator. At this time a Coordinator had not yet been obtained for 


Hardin. (4) Spent "parts" of several days attempting to strengthen the 


committee efforts in Madison County. (5) On June 17 attended a Madison 
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County Committee meeting held at Georgia'a Restaurant in Jackson. This 
was a breakfast meeting and was well attended. At noon on this same 
date attended a luncheon meeting at Villa Restaurant in Memphis of the 
Employer Subcommittee of the Shelby County Committee. Several Shelby 
County Mayors were in attendance. (6) Attended a full County Committee 
meeting of Hardeman County at Western State Hospital in Bolivar on June 
18. (7) Addressed the Kiwanis Club in Dover on June 20. Along with 
Stewart County Coordinator, Mr. McGregor, visited industry and business 
men of Dover. Assisted also in organization of county committee. (8) 
on June 20 attended and participated in Benton County Committee meeting 
held in offices of Welfare Department. (9) On June 28, attended and 
participated in a meeting of the Lauderdale County Committee held at 


White Cafe at 10:00 A.M. - orientation and planning. 


July 

As per earlier planning of Central Office and the Inter-Agency Advisory 
Council the entire month of July was devoted to making calls on the Broadcast 
Radio and Television stations of the Region. This was accomplished in the 
prescribed time and a special report, week by week on these contacts was 
furnished Executive Secretary Scruggs. In between these special calls 

and contacts the usual business of working with County Coordinators on local 
committee work was carried out as much as possible. Some activities of 

July were as follows: (1) Attended Staff meeting at Cordell Hull Building 
in Nashville on July 1. (2) Continued efforts to get County programs 

under way in Hardin, Haywood, McNairy, Gibson and Carroll by special visits, 
interviews, etc. (3) On July 17 attended a special called Hardeman County 
Committee meeting held at Western State Hospital (4) Spent three days in 


Shelby County on Radio and TV contacts as well as visiting with various 
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persons serving on Shelby County Committee in attempts to strengthen the 
program there. (5) Spent portions of two days, July 24 and 25 with 
Executive Secretary Scruggs in several West State Counties making checks 


and courtesy calls on County Coordinators, Agency Personnel and others. 


August 

As in most years past, as Connected with the work of the Governor's 
Committee, the month of August sees the beginning of many plans in many 
counties atid cities for a big promotion campaign in October. We have 
found that in dealing with our volunteers, who are very busy people, early 
and along-range plannin;, is necessary. It also was in August that we 
learned of impending visits to Memphis of Mr. Harold Russell, Chairman 

of the President's Committee and also the visit of Miss Mary Switzer - 
these visits coming up in November. Some of the events and activities 
were (1) On August 2, meeting Cen Junior Womens Club of Jackson to 
counsel and advise on their planned architectural barrier survey 

in Madison County (2) Appeared on a taped television program - "Opportunity 
Line’ - Channel 3, Memphis (3) Attended a Public Service Subcommittee 
meeting in Shelby County (4) On August 12 worked with Mr. Ligon and Mr. 
Westover of Services for the Blind, in the Savannah area. Primarily 

with their assistance the services of Mr. Billy Wheeler to serve as liardin 
County Coordinator (to finish out the year) were obtained. (5) Held a 
special meeting in Selmer on August 13 with Counselor Danny Dudley and 
County Coordinator Don Smith. (6) Attended a special called staff meeting 
in Nashville on August 19. (7) On August 23, met with Hardeman County 
Committee at Western State Hospital assisting them out of a confused state 
over the awards program (8) On August 27 meeting at Peabody Hotel in Memphis 


with Mr. Jerry Hyman and the Memphis Rotary Club Committee on Fmploy the 
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Handicapped. (9) Completed plans for NEH Week with Lauderdale, Dyer, 


Hardeman, Madison, Chester and Benton counties by end of month. 


September 

The month of September each year proves to be one of the busiest in the 
Governor's Committee program. Normally there are few meetings set 

up for September other than thos: that are for planning the special events 
coming up -in October. There is no attempt made in this brief report to 
cover the many personal contacts and telephone discussions almost daily 
with County Coordinators, local committee people and the agencies, 
throughout the month attemption to finalize special meetings, sciedule 
problems, speakers, awards details, etc. - all geared to the big week 
coming up - "NEH Week". Another big job was distribution of promotion 
materials to the various counties planning special programs. Some high- 
lights of September would be (1) a special meeting called by Mayor Loeb of 
Memphis and held at the Admiral Benbow Restaurant on September 3- 

attended by at least 20 people called in to assist in planning for 

Harold Russell's visit coming up in November. (2) There were two special 
called meetings with the Hardeman County Committee as they planned the 
largest event to be held in the Region during NEI Week. (3) On September 
9, addressed the Pickwick - Shilo Lions Club at Ed Shaw's Restaurant at 
Shilo (4) Attended and participated in planning meetings in Union City, 


Jackson, Dyersburg, Ripley and Lexington. 


October 
For the most detailed description of events held in the West State Region 
in October we refer to the special "NH Week Report" (hereto attached) 


sent to the Executive Secretary at the end of the month. In the opinion of 
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the Field Representative the West State Region enjoyed one of the finest 
NEH Weeks and devoted the entire month of October to the special work 


that is normally confined to the "first full week," 


November 


' 


Lt might be said that November of cach year ts the “calm after the storm 
month" - “the clean-up month" and other terms could be phrased. It is 

the month in which inventory is important - inventory of results garnered 
from exhaustive efforts in October. Reports must be written, letters of 
thanks and appreciation, etc. and perhaps most important, that of striving 
to keep from “letting down.” This is quite often difficult to prevent at 
the local County Committee level. However, November was not to be without 
good and unusual happenings and events to keep the "spark" for "Employ the 
liandicapped" glowing. The two day visit of Mr. Harold Russell, Chairman. 
of the President's Committee to Memphis was an event to long remember and 
one that seldom happens, The visit of Miss Switzer of Washington to 
Memphis during the same perfod was a preat program and morale boost. 

Sone special moments and events to recall were (1) A called special staff 
mecling with Vocational Rehabilitation Director, Mr. Reece on Nov. 6. 

(2) Attended several sessions of annual staff meeting of Rehab Services 
for the lind held at Hotei Claridge in Memphis. (3) Attended staff 
conference of West State Vocational Rehabilitation Supervisors at State 
Office Building in Memphis. (4) Attended meeting in Madison County on 
progress of Arlington Hospital and services to be rendered there. (5) 

Nov. 18, 19 and 20 were devoted to Narold Russell's visit ta Memphis and 
Shelby County. (6) On Nov. 21, Mayor Hienry Loeb addressed the breakfast 
meeting of the Jackson beaver Club at New Southern Hotel in Jackson. Mayor 


Loeb "struck a great blow" for Kmployment of the Handicapped as he addressed 
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TENNESSEE GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE HANDICAPPED 
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WEST STATE REGION 


OR. Se Tse oO 


SUMMARY OF "N.E.H. WEEK" ACTIVITIES 


I. Tuesday, October 1, 1968 


A. Ripley, Tennessee ~- As arranged by the County Coordinator, 
Mr. Bill Klutz and his Committee, a combined meeting of two 
or more civic clubs of Ripley met at noon on this date for 
a luncheon meeting at the Community Center Building. 
Chairman Herman Robinson was the principal speaker for the 
occasion, accompanied by Executive Secretary, W. 1. Scruggs. 
Certificate to the Lauderdale County "llandicapped Citizen 
of the Year'' was presented. About one hundred persons 
were in attendance. 


B. Also on Tuesday, October Ist, a very fine program on 
Employment of the Uandicapped was held at the Peabody Hotel 
in Memphis. The Memphis Downtown Rotary Club, which is 
one of the largest civic clubs in the South, turned the 
entire program “ver to its Vocational Projects Committee. 

Mr. Jerry Hyman is Chairman of this Rotary Committee and 

also serves as Chairman of the Special Events Sub-Committee 
of the Shelby County “Hire the Handicapped" program. 

Mr. Hyman arranged to bring Mr. Horace Kimbrell of Kansas 
City to be principal speaker for this luncheon program. 

Mr. Kimbrell is Chairman of the Board for Goodwill Industries 
of America and declared to be one of the best speakers in 
America. Ernie Richards represented the Governor's Committee 
at thé head table. Over two hundred club members and 
visitors were in attendance. Place mats, posters and 

matches were used to make the occasion attractive and in 
keeping with the idea. 


II. Thursday, October 3, 1968 


A. Richards went to Memphis and at noon addressed the monthly 
meeting of the Memphis Citizens Committee for the Blind. 
This was a luncheon meeting at the Sheraton Motor Hotel, 
with thirty-six persons in attendance. The program was 
centered around the up-coming week - "National Employ the 
Handicapped Week” and what they could do as a Committee to 
help in promotion activities. 
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At 2:30 P.M. Richards went to WMPS Radio Station 

to record a special 15 minute program on NEH Week, to 
be presented on the air at 9:00 A.M. on Sunday, October 
6th. 


Tuesday, October 8, 1968 


A. 


Richards went to Georgia's Restaurant in Jackson at 8 
o'clock and appeared on the live Radio broadcast of WTJS ~ 
well known and well listened to program, "Breakfast at 
Georgia's". Had the entire program for "NEH Week" 
discussion. 


Richards went to WDXI Radio Station in Jackson and recorded 
spot announcement to be used throughout the remainder of 
the week. 


Wednesday, October 9, 19638 


A. 


Thursday, 


A. 


Through arrangements set up by Dyer County Coordinator, Mr. 
F. E. Pitts of Dyersburg, the entire program at the Dyersburg 
Kiwanis Club on this date was devoted to "NEH WEEK". 

Ernie Richards made the address and assisted Mr. Pitts with 
"Handicapped Citizen Award" at conclusion. The event was 
well covered by the radio news and the Press. 


October 10, 1968 


Again as arranged by Dyer County Coordinator, Mr. F. E. Pitts, 
Richards addressed the Dyersburg Rotary Club at noon. The 
"Handicapped Citizen'' was also a guest. About sixty-five 

club members were present. 


Prior to the Rotary meeting, Richards and Pitts visited and 
toured the new Rehab offices and Vocational Training Center 
in Dyersburg. 


The largest "NEH Week" event for the West State Region was 
held at Western State Hospital in Bolivar on the evening 

of this date. Approximately two hundred and seventy persons 
attended the banquet and awards presentation. Chairman 
Herman Robinson delivered the address. Awards were presented 
to the "Handicapped Citizen of the Year"; the "Employer of 
the Year"! the Work Therapy Department of Western State 
Hospital and to the local newspaper ownership. This event 
was attended by Executive Secretary Scruggs, who introduced 
Mr. Robinson and Regional Chairman, Mr. Rankin Mathis. 
Richards served as M.C. of this program. 


Monday, October 14, 1968 


A. 


As arranged by Mrs. Claude Dodd of Ridgely, Lake County 
Coordinator, Ernie Richards traveled to Reelfoot on this 
date and addressed the Tiptonville Kiwanis Club at the 
noon hour. At the conclusion assisted Mrs. Dodd in 
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B. 


C. 
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presenting the "Handicapped Citizen of the Year" award. 
There were thirty-six club members and visitors present for 
the meeting, which was held at Boyettes Restaurant. 


On the evening of this date, Richards addressed the Lions 
Club of Henderson. As arranged by Chester County Coordinator, 
Dr. Orman Campbell, there were over one hundred persons 
present at the meeting, which was held at the Freed-llardeman 
College Cafeteria. The ‘Handicapped Citizen of the Year" 
award was presented. This was one of the better events of 

the N.E.H. Week" effort in West State Repion. The event 

was well covered by the press and photographers. 


Also, on the evening of this date the Benton County Committee 
held their awards program in Camden. As arranged by County 
Coordinator, Mr. W. C. Herndon, the Lions Club of Camden 
hosted the meeting at Frank's Cafe. Regional Chairman, 

Mr. Rankin Mathis of Milan, represented the Governor's 
Committee and made the address. He also assisted Mr. 

Herndon in making the awards presentations. There were 
sixty-two leading Benton County citizens present. 


VIL, ‘Thursday, October 17, 1968 


A. 


On this date Richards went to Martin and addressed the Rotary 
Club at noon. Weakley County Coordinator, Mr. Duke Drumm, 
made the arrangements. The "Handicapped Citizen of the Year" 
was present and upon receiving the award made a tremendous 
acceptance speech. ‘This is a large and fine Rotary Club. 
there were approximately sixty-five club members plus guests 
present. 


VIII. Thursday, October 24, 1968 


Ne 


Richards addressed a 2:30 P.M. meeting of the tiumphreys 
County Welfare Advisory board meeting - reviewing the 
"NEH Week" and month of October activities of the Region. 
There were several guests present representing various 
sections and groups of the county. 


1X. Monday, October 28, 1968 


Ns 


Mr. Gene McGreyor, County Coordinator for Stewart County, 
along with other members of his County Committee, visited 
the NATCOR Plant in Dover and presented the "Employer of 
the Year'' Award to the Manager, Mr. Lewis Durfee. ‘The 
local paper was represented and pictures were made of the 
occasion. 


X. ‘Tuesday, October 29, 1968 


A. 


Mr. D. L. Weatherly, County Coordinator for tlenderson County, 
visited the Business and Professional Women's Club meeting 
in Lexington on the evening of this date. On this occasion 
the "Handicapped Citizen of the Year" award presentation was 


held. 
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MIDDLE TENNESSEE REGION ANNUAL REPORT 
Mr. Jerry A. McClain 


Field Representative 


Inasmuch as this is the initial Annual Report by this staff person, 
perhaps it would be well to precede the report period as indicated and 
also tac tide the period from November 15, 1967, the date in which my 
employment commenced. 

The early phase of my work centered almost exclusively on an 
orientation program in becoming aware of the broad aims and objectives of 
the Governor's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped program. Mr. 
Quency Scruggs, Executive Secretary, patiently spent numerous hours in- 
doctrinating me in all aspects of the program and particularly in the 
duties and responsibilities of a Field Representative. Various reading 
materials on the past and present Tennessee Handicap program, programs of other 
states, and the President's Committee program were made available for my 
study. 

In early December 1967 an opportunity was made for me to spend two 
days with Mr. Ernie Richards, the experienced Field Representative for the 
West-State Region. The first day involved a more informal discussion with 
Mr. Richards regarding basic techniques of County organization. The 
second day we went out into three of the West Tennessee Counties, calling 
on Coordinators, Workshops, and a Vocational Rehabilitation office. The 
two days with Mr. Richards was a very informative and helpful experience. 

On December 15, 1967, Mr. Scruggs extended an invitation for me to 


accompany him in attending a meeting of the Inter-Agency Advisory Council. 
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As a result of being present at this meeting, a better insight as to the 
functions of the Council was obtained. 

During November, 1967 and through a portion of December, 1967 (less 
the Christmas Holidays), the principle focus of my activities revolved 
around becoming orientated to the various facets of the Governor's Committee 
program. It was also during this period that I began meeting and discussing 
the program with the many persons with whom I would be working. 

In December, 1967, along with the orientation (which still continues), 
my chief area of work was in organizing programs at the county level. The 
county organizational efforts was to remain as the main focus also during 
January and February, 1968. We were indeed fortunate in early December 
when Mr. Bill Hapenece: a Staff Director for the Nashville Chamber of Commerce, 
agreed to serve the Governor's Committee as Regional Chairman for the Mid- 
State area. Numerous meetings have been held with Mr. Hartnett to discuss 
methods of obtaining program objectives in the Mid-State Region for which 
he has responsibility. 

The most pressing priority which subsequently occupied the majority 
of my work efforts during December, 1967 and January and February, 1968 was 
the selection and appointment of County Coordinators in the Mid-State Region. 
This Region consists of the thirty-nine (39) Middle Tennessee Counties. By 
the end of February, 1968, twenty-five County Coordinators in my Region had 
been selected and letters of appointment from Governor Ellington received. 

In every instance great care was exercised in selecting a person as 
Coordinator for his respective county who; firstly, had a real dedication as 
to the needs of handicapped persons and willingness to assist in creating 
better employment opportunities for them; secondly, we have deliberately 


endeavored to select a person who is in good standing in the community, 
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respected and Phouledeeabie of the local situation. Inasmuch as the Field 
Representative is not always familiar with the leadership structure at 
the county level, we have depended on and benefited from Agency Staff 
locally based that have some responsibility for handicapped persons. 
Employment Security Staff, Welfare Staff and particularly Counselors from 
the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation have been most cooperative in 
helping the Field Representative select County Coordinators to carry out 
the program. 

During this period the Field Representative had the pleasant 
occasion to attend a Regional meeting of Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors 
on January 31 at the Central State Hospital in Nashville, Almost without 
exception we find that the counselors are great supporters of our program. 
We are mindful, however, that the Governor's Committee serves all State 
and local agencies having responsibility to handicapped persons and con- 
centrate always in creating a better employment climate for them. 

In conversations and planning sessions with Mr. Scruggs, it was 
agreed advisable to commence the organization of County Committees that would 
assist the Coordinators in carrying out the program. The rationale for 
this prior to the time that we had all of our coordinators appointed was 
to retain the interest and motivation for those who had agreed to serve. 
It is the general eeeiike that a County Committee is not absolutely mandatory 
for each and every county, but only where needed. It may also be well to 
point out that we intend to return to the selection of Coordinators until 
each county has such a representative. Some of this work may be done along 
with the Committee organization emphasis. At any rate, the month of March, 


1968 was largely devoted in returning to those counties where coordinators 
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had been appointed and assisting them in establishing what we hope will be 
a sound program. In the Mid=State Region at the conclusion of this report 
period, we have approximately ten workable County Committees. Some of the 
Coordinators do not feel this need. 

As a point of interest, on March 27 this Field Representative had 
the opportunity to attend a meeting of the West-State Coordinators in 
Jackson. We find that a common denominator does truly exist. We suffer 
some of the same pitfalls, rejoice in similar accomplishments and aspire 
in mutual goals - that being in having a small role in helping the handi- 
capped demonstrate their abilities - not their disabilities. 

At the end.of this report period for a quarter the Field Represen- 
tative had traveled some 9,597 miles, talked to dozens of fine, outstanding 
community leaders regarding the handicap program, had played a small part 
in the selection of 25 County Coordinators and 10 County Committees, 
encouraged participation in the Ability Counts Contest and tried to further 
the splendid cooperation we find among the various participating agencies. 

Without reservation we can say, a beginning has been made ~ much work 
remains to be done. 

During the months of April, May and June, 1968 the basic focal point 
of the priorities in the Mid-State Region was directed essentially to organ- 
izational activities in the counties where we did not have a Governor's 
Committee program. Considerable time was devoted during this period to 
the selection of a qualified person who, was willing to (without pay) devote 
time and energies by serving as a member of the Governor's Committee 
(sometimes referred to as County Coordinator). In every instance we endeavored 


to select an individual who possessed a philosophy compatible to the Employ 
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the Handicapped Program, was well known and respected in the Community 

and willing to work diligently in his County to further promote employment 
opportunities for the handicapped. In instances where the Field Represen- 
tative was not knowledgable of the leadership structure in a particular 
county, we have benefited greatly from recommendations provided by agency 
staff in the field. It is the intention of the Field Representative to 
work toward the further development of this cooperative relationship in 
the months ahead. 

Coupled with the selection of Governor's Committee members in the 
respective Mid-State counties, was the time spent in orientation and 
organization. Our poal was to insure that the county Coordinator fully 
understood program objectives and had readily available the resources with 
which he could develop a continued program of promotion, education, public 
relations and employer contacts to be carried out within his county in order 
to create a better climate of employment for the handicapped. 

In order to successfully accomplish the foregoing objectives, the 
Field Representative worked with the Governor's Committee members during 
this period in assisting them to select local persons willing to serve as 
members of their subcommittees. Particular attention was given to seeking 
out individuals especially capable in the areas of information and publicity, 
Employer, Research and public Service, and Special Events (i.e. awards, 
citations, contests, etc.). 

The Executive Secretary, assisted by the Field Staff, developed a 
“program Guide" designed to better acquaint our Governor's Committee members 
with a recommended organizational structure. In May, this booklet was 
returned from the printer and subsequently given wide distribution among 


our county Coordinators this quarter. It is my impression that the "Program 
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Guide" has served well as a tool in enhancing the organizational and 
orientation phase. 

In June the Field Representative began working with the Governor's 
Committee members in Middle Tennessee toward the selection of a Handicapped 
Citizen and Employer of the Year in each of the twenty~six counties where 
we had thus far established programs. Many of our Coordinators were 
benefited greatly by recommendations of worthy candidates from various 
agency personnel. Our purpose of working for the selection of a handicapped 
citizen andveun over of the year in every county was twofold; first, to 
recognize outstanding accomplishments and secondly, to create additional 
publicity as to the needs of the Employ the Handicapped progran. 

Among the highlights of activities during this quarter would be the 
following: 

(1) April 1 - Attended staff meeting in Central Office, 

(2) April 24 - Attended "Ability Counts" (report writing) Award 
Ceremonies in the Governor's Office. 

(3) May 1 - 3 Participated in the Annual meeting of the President's 
Commi ttee an Employment of the Handicapped in Washington, D.C. 

(4) May 13 ~ Attended staff meeting in Central Office. 

(5) May 14 - Attended iuncheon meeting of the Volunteer State 
Rehabilitation Association in Nashville. 

(6) May 15 ~ Participated in a meeting in Nashville with Represen- 
tatives from Employment Security, Vocational Rehabiiitation, Veterans 
Administration, County and Federal Coordinators, te discuss the Employ the 
Handicapped program in Middle Tennessee. 

(7) May 28 - Attended opening ceremonies of the A. P. Mills Industries 


for the Blind in Memphis. 
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(8) June 4 - Met with Mr. Bill Hartnett, Middle Tennessee Regional 
Chairman, to discuss plans for the Handicapped Citizen and the Employer 
of the Year Awards contest. 

In July, the entire month was largely devoted to conducting a 
survey of all the radio and television stations in the thirty-nine (39) 
Middle Tennessee counties. The Field Representative was on annual leave 
from July 5 through July 16. The radio and TV survey covered the period 
of July 17 through August 16. The primary objective of such a survey was 
to encourage Station Managers and program Directors to give public service 
air time to the promotion of the Employment of the Handicapped Program. 
In the course of the survey we were very much interested in determining 
the extent of those stations which were utilizing spot announcements and 
releases prepared and mailed from our office. Additionally, we wanted to 
know if the type of releases in which we were making available was satis- 
factory to meet their needs. One result of the survey was to learn that 
with the modernization of the radio industry, program Directors were 
particularly interested in receiving discs and tapes. It was felt that 
these may very well serve as an incentive for the stations to air our 
releases more frequently. Certainly one of the most rewarding aspects of 
the survey was the conclusion that even a higher percentage of stations 
than anticipated were airing our releases. Several stations indicated 
that where they had not used our releases before, they would make it a 
part of their program now. Other stations indicated they would air our 
releases more frequently. For a more detailed account of the radio and TV 
survey, please refer to the special report herewith attached. 

Preparations for special events and programs to celebrate N.E.H. 


Week in October were underway in August. The Field Representative met with 
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the Governor's Committee members and thetr respective subcommittee members 
in the Mid-State Repion to initiate planning for the special activities at 
the local level. Particular attention was given to those counties which 
had selected a Handicapped Citizen and Employer of the Year. 

Into September our efforts to plan appropriate programs for NEH 
WEEK in Middle Tennessee were intensified. The entire work schedule of the 
Field Representative was devoted lo assisting our County leaders in 
firming up program plans, arranying for special speakers and to secure 
the widest possible publicity for these events. Our Governor's Committee 
members are to be commended for the Long hours of dedicated labor to this 
task. Members of the mass media were contacted and requested to 
cooperate in giving advance publicity to the coming events. We are prate- 
ful for the excellent reception and cooperation with which these requests 
were met. Other promotional matertals, such as posters and place mats 
(calling attention to NEH Week) were widely distributed. Civie Clubs in 
the communities were enthusiastic about sponsoring, our meetings and of 
great value in assisting with overall publicity. 

Qur Central Office was kept advised of progress being made with 
plans for WEN Week in the Middle Tennessee Counties. Our Executive Secretary 
coordinated the NEW Week plans and carefully avoided any conflicts in 
program scheduling during the activity filled days ahead. His services 
in working with the Field Representative in securing high quality and capable 
speakers to be used in OVctober was also very valuable. The Central Office 
was alerted to the need of preparation of Award Certificates for winning, 
Handicapped Citizens and bmployers in the counties. tie and the Office Stratf 
maintained a close contact with the printer to assure that the certificates 
would be available when needed. Listed below are some of the special activ- 


ities during this quarter: 
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(1) Attended Staff meeting in Central Office, July l. 

(2) July 5-16 - Field Representative on Annual Leave. 

(3) August 19 - Attended staff meeting in Central Office (Developing 
plans for NEH Week. 

(4) August 27 — Participated in a special planning session with Mr. 
Andrew Mitchell, Governor's Committee member for Fentress County, and Mr. 

E. J. Wood, Principal of Alvin C. York Institute, in Jamestown, for the 
purpose of developing a program to honor Mr. Kelly Duncan, recently named 
as Tennessee's Handicapped Citizen of the Year. 

(5) September 16 - Conference with Middle Tennessee Regional Chairman, 
Mr. Bill Hartnett, to discuss NEH Week plans. 

For a more detailed report of activities during October (emphasizing 
the observance of NEH Week) in Middle Tennessee, please refer to a special 
report (attached herewith) prepared and submitted to our Executive Secretary. 
As indicated in subject report, we are pleased with the wide participation 
in the respective Mid-State Counties and particularly the quality of the 
many splendid programs. 

November offered the opportunity to reflect on the strengths and 
weaknesses of the various programs conducted in October. This was a time 
in which the Field Representative met with the County Coordinators to 
mutually evaluate the extent of program successes and objectively discuss how 
we might improve on these in future months. One area of concern was how 
we might best capitalize on the enthusiasm and interest generated during the 
October programs. Our leadership is strongly motivated in broadening the 
base of activity in their counties and strengthening a year-round program. 
Considerable time was devoted to looking ahead to 1969 and discussing methods 


to expand the county programs. 
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By mid-November the Field Representative was calling on the Middle 
Tennessee Coordinators to promote our 1969 “Ability Counts" writing contest. 
This contest, open to junior and senior high school students, is co~sponsored 
by the Governor's Committee, Department of ON pie Tennessee Disabled 
American Veterans, Business and Professional Women's Clubs and the Tennessee 
State Labor Council, AFL-CIO. To participate, students are asked to 
investigate how handicapped workers in their communities are proving that 
"ability, not disability, counts." A field trip to local places of employ- 
ment; the local offices of the State Employment Service, Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation, and the Veterans Administration; talks with 
labor union officials; contact with public and private organizations pro- 
viding services to the handicapped; and interviews with handicapped persons 
themselves are recommended to students as a part of their community survey. 
Students are then asked to write a 750 word report on the 1969 theme: 

"What every Employer Should Know About Handicapped Workers". Local, State 
and National winners are awarded prizes and appropriate recognition. Not 
only does this stimulate broader interest among young people but also 

serves as an excellent means of further promoting the Employ the Handicapped 
to the general public. 

During December, the Field Representative continued to promote the 
"Ability Counts'' report writing contest. A great percentage of this time 
was spent in organizing plans with the Governor's Committee members for 
as broad a base of participation in this contest as possible. The Field 
Representative also called on as many high schools in the Mid-State Region 
that his schedule would permit to distribute contest materials and particularly 
to encourage High School principals and English Teachers to promote this 


worthy project among their students. The Christmas holidays of course occurred 
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during this month and plans were made to carry this aspect of our program 
forward into the month of January, 1969. We hope to continue to involve 
the Governor's Committee members, their committees, principals and English 
teachers of the local hiph schools, in the achievement of maximum partici- 
pation in the “Ability Counts" writing contest. 

Early signs would seem to point to an excellent contest and 
increased involvement. We take pride in the apparent interest thus far 
displayed in the Middle Tennessee counties. It is a pleasure to call 
special attention to Wilson County in relation to their initiative and 
enthusiasm in promoting the contest. Under the most capable leadership of 
our Governor's Committee member, Mr. T. A. Bryan, Lebanon, the Kiwanis 
Clubs are sponsoring this project and securing wide attention of the 
public. In addition to helping the Governor's Committee promote the contest 
in the Wilson County Senior High Schools, Kiwanis will offer local prizes 
for winning reports and render appropriate community recognition for same. 
The Field Representative is encouraging other counties to follow the Wilson 
County leadership and obtain if at all possible local sponsorship for the 
“Ability Counts" contest. 

In connection with the "Ability Counts" promotion during December, 
the Field Representative has endeavored to lay the groundwork for the Middle 
Tennessee organizational pattern for 1969. Already several Governor's 
Committee members have been contacted regarding their willinpness to 
continue their leadership role through next year. It is encouraging to 
report that a sizable percentage of the Mid-State Coordinators have given 
their consent to continue the much valued service to the Employ the Handi- 
capped program. In the counties where there will not be reappointees, new 


leadership will be sought out. It might be well at this juncture to relate 
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that the Field Representative recognizes that there is a need in Middle 
Tennessee to further develop a cooperative working relationship with other 
agency personnel and herein which will offer a more dynamic program geared 
at enhancing enployment opportunities for our handicapped citizens. It is 
therefore, our sincere intent, to the best of our abilities, to utilize 
all possible workable resources in cooperatively building together the 
finest program of Employment of the I!andicapped the Nation can offer. 

Quarter activity highlights are Listed as follows: 

(1) October ~ Please refer to attached special report detailing 
activities for this month. 

(2) November 6 ~ Attended an all day staff meeting at the Central 
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation in Nashville. 

(3) November 15 - Met with Mr. Frazier Harris, Vocational Rehabilitation 
Regional Director, Middle ‘tennessee and Mr. John Whitaker, Case Supervisor. 

(4) November 22 - had a conference with Mr. bill Hartnett, Regional 
Chairman of the Governor's Committee for Middle Tennessee, to review 
program progress during the preceding months and projected plans for the 
coming year. 

(5) November 22 - In conference with Mr. Frazier llarris, Middle 
Tennessee Regional Director of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

(6) November 27 — Visited Middle Tennessee Services for the Blind 
Office in Nashville. 


Attended a Staff meeting in Central Office. 


(7) November 29 
(8) December 11 - Visited Vocational Rehabilitation Office in 


Cookeville. 


Visited Vocational Rehabilitation Office in lohenwald. 


i 


(9) December 17 
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(10) December 20 —- Attended Annual Christmas party at Central Office 


of VoGational Rehabilitation in cashwille. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 
IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE DURING 


NEH WEEK — 1968 


SUBMITTED BY: JERRY A. McCLAIN, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 


National Employ the Handicapped Week was observed the Week of October 
6-12. Formally the observance was initiated in Tennessee by the signing of 
a proclamation on October Ist by Governor Buford Ellington, declaring that 
the State would again observe this special week and promote numerous activi- 
ties across the State. 


The actual planning and promotion for special programs in Middle Tenn- 
essee commenced several weeks in advance of N.E.H. Week. The Field Represen- 
tatives was in contact with his Governor's Committee Members (coordinators) 
throughout the Mid-State Region for the purpose of encouraging County/Local 
participation in the observance of N.E.H. Week. Special promotional 
materials, such as posters and place mats were widely distributed. The Field 
Representative had the honor of being involved in the early planning stages 
for a number of formal programs held in Middle Tennessee, as a part of the 
overall observance of the N.E.H. Week. Particular attention and program 
planning was given those Counties which had selected a Handicapped Citizen 
and Employer of the year. It should be stated however, that to the best of 
our knowledge all Counties, in varying degrees, participated in N.E.H. Week. 
Not all Counties had Award or Citation presentation meetings were involved in 
promoting N.E.H. Week. An accurate record at this early date of the number 
of Counties and Communities in Middle Tennessee issuing local proclamations 
has not yet been obtained but the evidence would suggest that this activity 
fell somewhat short of our anticipation. Perhaps it would be well to lend 
greater emphasis on this objective next year. 


Outlined below is a listing of those Counties in Middle Tennessee which 
selected a Handicapped Citizen of the year and held appropriate award meet- 
ings to recognize these outstanding handicapped citizens: 


COUNTY NAME OF HANDICAPPED CITIZEN 
Warren B. F. Yates 
Putnam B. F. Yates Note: (Mr. Yates was a joint 


nominee from Warren and 
Putnam Counties as a 
Candidate for Tennessee's 
Handicapped Citizen of the 
Year.) 
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White James Martin Lee 
Lincoln Billy Sanders 
Fentress Kelly Duncan Note: (Mr. Duncan was selected 


from all nominees to be Tenn- 
essee's Handicapped Citizen of 


the year.) 
Maury James F. Keiran, Jr. 
Bedford Billy W. Ogles 
Davidson Victor C. Conotser 
Cannon | Dorris Tenpenny 


Giles Jimmy Ashton 


In addition to the Handicapped Citizen Award winners, the following 
Middle Tennessee Counties selected an Employer of the Year and similarly 
made appropriate presentations. 


COUNTY EMPLOYER 

Lincoln Curtis Phillips 

Maury Speedy 66 Service Station 
Bedford Lockheed-Marietta 

Giles John Norton 

Davidson Western Electric 


It would have been desirable for all of the Mid-State Counties, par- 
ticularly where we have Governor's Committee Members, to have selected a 
Handicapped Citizen and Employer of the Year. This of course was not the 
case and the most frequent reason for not having such selections was "we 
felt we did not have an appropriate candidate". It is known that several 
meetings were held to promote N.E.H. Week where no awards were presented. 


As to a statement of evaluation regarding N.E.H. Week activities in 
Middle Tennessee, I am generally well pleased with the coverage given and 
particularly the quality of the many splendid programs. Interest is high 
in the Governor's Committee Program in Middle Tennessee and the opportunity 
right for capitalizing on this atmosphere by continuing to enrich and expand 
our efforts. 
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GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT 
OF THE HANDICAPPED 


PROGRAM -— 1969 


It is the purpose of the Tennessee Governor's Committee on Employment 

of the Handicapped to carry on a continuing year-round program to 

promote the employment of physically, mentally, emotionally, and otherwise 
handicapped citizens of the state, by creating state-wide interest in 

the rehabilitation and employment of the handicapped, and by obtaining 

and maintaining cooperation with all public and private groups and 


individuals in this field. 


JANUARY 

Promote “Ability Counts" writing contest. This contest is open to Jr. 

and Sr. students in all Sibi parochial and private high schools in 

the State. Starting date for this contest is November 1. (See schedule 
for November) Mail materials to students or schools requesting additional 


materials. 


Appointment of new Governor's Committee members. Field Representatives 
make the contacts and send names of nominees to our office. Letters are 


written and sent to the Governor's Office for approval. 
Edit and mail Newsletter to total mailing List (approximately 2,500). 
Mail Radio and TV spots to each radio and TV station in the State. 


Staff meeting - lst Monday in each month. 
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FEBRUARY 
Writing Contest deadline. Students will have 90 days to prepare their 
Reports. Beginning date is November 15 and ending date is February 15. 
Within this period each individual high school will conduct its own contest, 
judge its own students’ Reports and select the one best report from all 
those written. No later than February 25, the Principal of the school 
will submit his school's winning Report to the Chairman of the Judging 
Committee in his Grand Division of the State. 
West Tennessee Principals will send their winning Reports to: 

Dr. Joseph P. Riggs 

Memphis State University 

Memphis, Tennessee 38111 
Middle Tennessee Pr ncipals will send their Winning Reports to: 

Dr. Edward Eugene Irwin 

Austin Peay State College 

Clarksville, Tennessee 37040 
East Tennessee Principals will send their Winning Reports to: 

Mrs. Anna Lacey 

East Tennessee State University 

Box 2588 

Johnson City, Tennessee 37601 
Not later than March 1, the Grand Division Judges, as listed above, will 
select the two best Reports from those submitted, and will send the names 
of these two winners and copies of their Reports to Dr. E. B. Eller or 
someone appointed in this capacity, Chairman, Tennessee Ability Counts 
Contest, 142 Cordell Hull Building, Nashville, Tennessee, 37219. Dr. 


Eller will then submit these six by the State Judging Committee. For 


National competition, the Governor's Committee shall mail, not later than 
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March 15, Tennessee's First Place Report in quadruplicate to the President's 


Committee on Employment of the Handicapped in Washington. 


Department of Education appoints Judges to determine State Winner. 


Arrange Awards Ceremonies honoring the State Winner of the "Ability Counts’ 
writing contest. In addition to ceremony itself, comprehensvie publicity 
should be arranged in Winner's hometown; newspaper, interviews, radio and 


TV programs, etc. 


Newsletters 


Radio and TV spots 


MARCH 

Arrange Regional meetings for Governor's Committee Members covering each 
of the three Grand Divisions of the State. (The meetings to be held in 
April) Purpose of these meetings should be two-fold: To motivate 
Governor's Committee members to greater participation and to provide them 


with the necessary materlals and advice to do the job. 


There will be four Reyional meetings: Two in East Tennessee; one in 


Middle: and one in West Tennessee. 


APRIL 

First two weeks of the month should be devoted to the four regional meetings. 
The latter part of the month should be devoted to the President's Committee 
Annual Meeting in Washington. In preparation for this meeting, a list 

should be prepared of questions and problems to be taken up with appropriate 


officials in Washington, D.C. Such officials might include Representatives 
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of the President's Committee, Rehabilitation Services Administration, U. S. 
Employment Service, Veterans Administration, U. S. Civil Service Commission, 


SUC. 


MAY 

A promotional campaign should be devised encouraging fullest possible 
participation in the "Employer of the Year" and ''Handicapped Citiv~en of 
the Year."" Each Coordinator should be asked to submit at least one 
nomination for "Employer of the Year'' and a Handicapped Citizen of the 
Year, from his County. From these honorees, a State-wide Employer and 
Citizen of the Year will be selected by a panel of Judges. Closing date 


Juve: 


Newsletter 


Radio and TV spots 


The month of May will also be used to know your Employer. Field Represen- 
tatives together with the Governor's Committee members will make personal 
calls upon Personnel Directors and top management. Purpose: In the 
interest of the handicapped program and public relations we will endeavor 
to acquire subcontracts for rehabilitation centers. We plan to sponsor 
Employer Seminars at the State and Community levels. Most employers want 
an opportunity like this to present their problems face to face with the 
Agencies serving the handicapped and learn factually when it is good 
business to hire the handicapped. Also, they want to explore such areas 
as the insurance aspects in employment of the handicapped, selective place-~ 


ment techniques, how the handicapped are recruited, evaluated and placed, 
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so that there is every chance they will turn out to be good employees. 


JUNE 
Mass Media: Personal contacts with Newspapers, TV and Radio Stations - 


Information from the mass media as to Spots, news releases, etc. 


Meetings with Coordinators and committees. Training Sessions with local 


committees. 


JULY 
This month should be devoted to the preparation of materials for NEPH 
Week. 


Field Representatives continue contacts with Mass Media. 


AUGUST 

This month also should be devoted to the preparation of NEPH Week materials. 
Included would be ape aineuneeiients for Radio and TV programs - ideas 

for broadcast stations, advance press releases, the arranging of articles 


in business publications. 


Field Representatives start arranging meetings with Civic Clubs for NEPH 


Week. 


SEPTEMBER 

During this month, NEPH Week materials should be distributed both to 
Coordinators and to the Mass Media of the State. In addition to distri- 
bution of material, an outline should be prepared describing the most 


effective uses to which all the materials can be put. 
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Arrange speakers for. NEPH Weck. 
Signing of Proclamation declaring NEPH Week by Governor. 
Copies of Proclamation sent to Mayors across the State for local newspapers. 


OCTOBER 
NEPH Week occurs in the early part of the month and should be a period 


of all-out promotional effort: Radio and TV spots, newspaper stories. 


If possible, the high-pitch of promotion effort should be maintained 
throughout October. ‘The Latter part of the month should be devoted to 
letters of appreciation to Radio and TV Stations, newspapers and magazines 


which have cooperated. 
Presentation of Awards 


1. Employer of the year. 

2. County Handicapped of the Year. 

3. Governor's ‘trophy to State Citizen of the Year. 

4. Citation to outstanding Service (Case of the Year). 
1. Vocational Rehabilitation 


2. Rehabilitation for the Blind 


NOVEMBER 
Start writing contest. Develop brochure, write letters to Principals, 


English teachers, Superintendent and supervisory teachers. 


DECEMBER 


Appointment of Governor's Committee members for 1970 - Working with agencies - 
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seeking help in finding the best possible leadership on the local level. 


During this month, letters should be written to all Mass Media and to 
all friends of the handicapped program, thanking them for cooperation 


during the past year and hoping that cooperation will continue in the 


years ahead. 
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OBJECTIVES THAT HAVE NO TIME PERTOD 


Setting up meetings with Civic Clubs for presentation of Program. 
Meetings with Governor's Committee Members. 

Calling upon Agencies in the interest of our Program. 

Contacts on the local level to assist Agency people when our services 
are needed. 

Coordination of total program from Central Office: (201 Capitol Towers) 
Executive Secretary in the field two days a week assisting Field 
Redréscntatives. 

Writing TV and Radio Spots, News Releases. 

Contacts with industry. 

Public Relations contact with the Mass Media. 

Kdit and distribute informational material for interpreting NEII 
programs to the public. 

Your attention is directed to our Program Guide for a full detailed 
description of the duties and responsibilities of the Governor's 


Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. 
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